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GRAPPA AND MORE
You can spend hours browsing
Enoteca al Parlomento di
Achilli's arfisanal joms, mostarda
difrufto, and pickles—not to
mention i#sgrappusnnd rare
whiskeys. Butthe main eventis
the wine, which can be sipped
by the glass—with caviartopped
canapés—atthe bar up front. Via
de’ Prefetti 15 (06-687-3444).

COLD COMFORT

For some of us, o daily visitto an
ice cream emporium is a must
when in Rome. The servers of
sterile San Crispino aren't
terribly friendly, but the gelato—
particularly the honey and the
pear—is fontastic. Romans dote
on Ciampini, whose gianduia
and coconut gelatos are rich
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and creamy, Litle can tap
Giolitti's wonderful fruit lavors
try the pink grapefruitand
blackberry). The sixyear-old Al
Settimo Gelo [see page 105),in
outokthe-way Prati, has become
@ hitwith Rome's buongustai,
whe adore Mirelle Fiumand's
offbeat delights like cardamom-
sesame and honey. | Gelato
di San Crisping, Via delia
Panetteria 42, Via Bevagna
20, and Via Acaia 56
(06-675-3929). Ciampini,
Piozza San Lorenzoin
Lucing 29 [06-168-766068).
Giolifh, Via Uffizi del
Vicorio 40 [06-499-1243).
Al Setiimo Gelo, Via Vodice
21 [06-372-55567).

MUSIC CITY

Renzo Piona's monumental
new music complex finally
opened this year, The three
concert hallsin the Parco
della Musica call to mind
giont beetles with brass
backs—areference to the
metallic cupolas on many city
churches. An amphitheater hosts
outdoor concerts. Viale Pietro
de Coubertin 30 (06-802-41).

APERSONAL SHOPPER
Ifyou're looking for someona
who knows every designer,
every hoirdresser, and seemingly
every person on the sireets of

Rome, Barbara Lessonais
the ane for you, Spending
halfa day ($200) with

this young contessa pays
faritsalfin fun alane.
(348-450-3655),

TOY WONDER

The 58yearcld Al Sogne
SWEBDS YOU OwWay no
matter what your age.
Kidsgo wild overthe giant
stuffed animals; collectors
ogle the parcelain dolls;
matorheads admire the
model Ferraris; and history
buffs lose themselvesin
the Trojon War chess sets,
each figurine in period
costume down fo the lost
buckle. Piazze Navena
53 (06-686-4198).

SNEAKER HEAVEM
What Mike is to technology
and Adidaos s to street
credibility, Superga isto cute.
Here you'll find an entire
boutique of the company’s chic
sneakers—in parmutations and
colors you scarcely thought
possible. Vie Maddalena 30
(06-686-8737).

LEATHER LEGEND

Roman nobles have long sought
him outfor monogrammed

rifle cases, and the painter
Balthus asked him to crafta
special fraveling bag. It'sno
wonder: Federico Polidori
designs each of his bags and
brisfcases with the client before
sewing them by hand. Via Pié
di Marmo 7-8 (06-579-7191).

Luxury in leather,
at Federico Polidon

Kidsofall
ages go for
AlSegno.

CLASS CEILING

When you enter a great church,
yourfirstinstinctis to goze up,
to heaven. When you lock
Sky‘wcltd in Sant’lgnazio,
Andrea dal Pozzo's frescoes
make it hard to return your gaze
to earth. Cherubs execute
radical moves on whatlook like
celestial skateboards, and foux
marble columns rise into infinity.
Plus the immense trompe I'ceil
cupola, in somber grays and
blacks, makes you feal you're
communing with heaven itself.
Piazza di SantIgnazio.

FLOWER POWER

Sure we coveted the suits and
bags ot the Valentino and Fendi
boutiques, butwhat we really
wonderad was, "Where canwe
getthoseflowers?” The Swiss
designers behind Tulipani
Bianchi combine blooms and
branches with unusual fruits to
come up with breathtaking
creaftions. Via dei Bergameschi
59[066785449).  mores
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